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The International Catholic-Jewish Liaison Committee committed itself to a program of ac-
tion for the immediate future. The six points of the program are: 1) to disseminate and 
explain the achievements of the past two decades to our two communities; 2) to 
undertake an effort to overcome the residues of indifference, resistance and suspicion 
that may still prevail in some sections of our communities; 3) to work together in 
combatting tendencies toward religious extremism and fanaticism; 4) to promote 
conceptual clarifications and theological reflection in both communities and to create 
appropriate forums acceptable to both sides, in which this reflection can be deepened; 5) 
to foster cooperation and common action for justice and peace; 6) to undertake a joint 
study of the historical events and theological implications of the extermination of the Jews 
of Europe during World War II (frequently called the "Holocaust" or, in Hebrew, Shoah). A 
steering committee will be established to work out the details of this program. 
 
This, the twelfth meeting of the International Catholic-Jewish Liaison Committee, took 
place on October 28-30, 1985 at the offices of the Secretariat for Promoting Christian 
Unity of the Holy See. The event was timed to coincide with the twentieth anniversary of 
the Second Vatican Council's declaration on the relationship between the Church and the 
Jewish people, Nostra Aetate, no. 4. That document, whose Latin title, taken from its 
opening words, means "In Our Times", was promulgated on October 28, 1965, by Pope 
Paul VI together with the 2,221 Council Fathers. 
 
The International Liaison Committee was founded in 1970 as a means of implementing 
the Council's call for the institution of ongoing dialogue between the Church and the 
Jewish people after centuries of mistrust and often tragic conflict. The Committee is 
composed of representatives of the Holy See's Commission for Religious Relations with 
the Jews and of the International Jewish Committee for Interreligious Consultations (IJCIC). 
[ IJCIC, the International Jewish Committee for Interreligious Consultations, is composed of 
the World Jewish Congress, the Synagogue Council of America, the American Jewish 
Committee, the Israel Jewish Council for Interreligious Consultations, and B'nai B'rith.] 
 
Highlighting the event was an audience with Pope John Paul II on the afternoon of 
October 28th. Cardinal Johannes Willebrands, president of the Holy See's Commission, 
introduced the Liaison Committee to the Pope, who has met previously with its members 
on earlier occasions. Rabbi Mordecai Waxman, chair of IJCIC, hailed Nostra Aetate and 



subsequent papal statements as documents which had revolutionized Christian Jewish 
relations and created new opportunities for dialogue. Rabbi Waxman pointed out that the 
creation of the State of Israel was likewise a revolution in Jewish history which calls for 
new thinking by both Catholics and Jews. 
 
The Pope, for his part, reaffirmed the Church's commitment to Nostra Aetate and the 
uniqueness of the sacred "link" between the Church and the Jewish people which he 
called one of "parentage, a relationship which we have with that religious community 
alone... stemming from the mysterious will of God". The Pope added: "I am sure you will 
work with even greater dedication, for constantly deeper mutual knowledge, for even 
greater interest in the legitimate concerns of each other, and especially for collaboration 
in the many fields where our faith in one God and our common respect for his image in all 
men and women invite our witness and commitment". 
 
At the meeting of the Liaison Committee, Cardinal Willebrands and Dr. Gerhard Riegner of 
the World Jewish Congress assessed developments since the promulgation of Nostra 
Aetate. Both areas of remarkable progress and areas where further efforts toward 
understanding are needed were cited. Cardinal Willebrands declared: "Let us try to see 
very clearly where we are going, how we should move to get there, and in which way we 
can already translate our relationship into concrete forms of collaboration towards all 
men and women, in a world torn by hate, violence, discrimination and also indifference 
for the poor, the sick, the elderly and the oppressed". 
 
Dr. Riegner stated: "One the eve of the meeting of the Extraordinary Synod of Bishops 
which will review the achievements of Vatican Council II, we turn with confidence to its 
members. We are convinced that they will ensure... that the process of renewal of our 
relationship so hopefully initiated by the Council will be further advanced". 
 
Dr. Eugene J. Fisher, Secretary for Catholic Jewish Relations for the US Catholic Bishops' 
Conference, presented a detailed analysis of Nostra Aetate in the light of the two major 
documents of the Holy See designed to implement its teaching: the "Guidelines and 
Suggestions for Implementing Nostra Aetate, no. 4" (1975) and "Notes for the Correct 
Presentation of Jews and Judaism in Preaching and Catechesis in the Roman Catholic 
Church" (1985). The analysis revealed the dynamic and still developing character of the 
Church's continuing renewal in the light of its dialogue with the Jews as God's People. 
"Judaism, no less than Christianity, comes from God", Fisher concluded. "This was the 
central message of the Second Vatican Council, and one to which we Catholics must re-
commit ourselves in each generation". 



Dr. Geoffrey Wigoder, of the Hebrew University in Jerusalem and representative of the 
Israel Jewish Council for Interreligious Consultations, presented a Jewish reaction to the 
Notes in which he analyzed both its positive aspects (e.g., on the Jewish roots of 
Christianity, the appreciation of the Pharisees) with those that had caused 
disappointment (e.g., the failure to appreciate deep levels of Jewish self-understanding 
and the inadequate treatment of the Holocaust). 
 
From within the context of the self-understanding of the Catholic Church, Msgr Jorge 
Mejìa, Secretary of the Vatican Commission, proposed some appropriate "hermeneutical 
keys" for the proper understanding of sections of the "Notes» which have raised problems 
of interpretation. 
 
In the light of the exchanged views which followed these presentations, significant areas 
for further study and clarification were raised by the participants. 
 
Regional reports were given on the status of relations between Catholics and Jews in Latin 
America, Europe, Israel, Africa and North America. These provided a survey of concerns 
on all levels of the relationship, from local communities to national and international 
perspectives. A special report was made by Sisters Shirley Sedawie and Margareth 
McGrath of the Congregation of Our Lady of Sion on the work in Rome of SIDIC (Service 
International de documentation Judéo-Chrétienne) and the Congregation's centers in 
various parts of the world dedicated to fostering Catholic-Jewish reconciliation. 
 
On the evening of October 30, the Liaison Committee attended a special symposium held 
at the Pontifical Lateran University to commemorate the 850th anniversary of the birth of 
the great Jewish philosopher Moses ben Maimon (Maimonides). Papers on the thought of 
Maimonides were presented by Rev. Jacques-Marcel Dubois, OP, director of the 
department of philosophy of the Hebrew University in Jerusalem and Rabbi Walter S. 
Wurzburger, professor of philosophy at Yeshiva University in New York. 
 
 


