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The fourth annual meeting of the International Catholic/Jewish Liaison Committee 
took place in Rome on January 7-10, 1975. 
 
The meeting was presided over by Rabbi Joseph Lookstein, chairman of the 
International Jewish Committee for Interreligious Consultations, by Rabbi Henry 
Siegman, by Rev. Edward Flannery and Father Bernard Dupuy, O.P. 
 
Recent developments in the field of Catholic-Jewish relations were discussed. The 
establishment of a Commission for Religious Relations with the Jews and the 
publication of the Guidelines and Suggestions for the Implementation of Nostra 
Aetate (No. 4) were considered as encouraging steps for the practical application of 
the conciliar Declaration on the relations between the Catholic Church and the Jews 
in different essential areas. The document establishes a framework for the 
development of Catholic-Jewish relations in a spirit of mutual respect, with due 
recognition of basic differences. It opens new avenues for further clarifications of 
important and sometimes controversial issues. 
 
The Jewish delegation expressed appreciation for several aspects of the Guidelines, 
particularly the condemnation of antisemitism, the recognition of the continuing 
development of Jewish history and religious tradition also after the rise of 
Christianity, the encouragement of study of Judaism in Catholic education, and the 
call for joint social action. 
 
The Jewish side raised questions about several aspects of the Guidelines, including 
their failure to note the essential significance of peoplehood and land in Jewish 
faith. Questions were also raised with regard to the affirmation in the Guidelines of 
the obligation of Catholics to witness to their faith within the context of dialogue, 
and the suggestion for common prayer. 
 
The Catholic delegation made it clear that neither the document taken as a whole 
nor any part of it should be understood as an attempt at proselytizing Jews. 
 



Furthermore, the Catholic delegation stated that the document did not make a 
general recommendation for common prayer but referred only to circumstances in 
which this would be acceptable to both sides. 
 
The meeting also discussed the concept of human rights in the Christian and the 
Jewish tradition with the participation of members of the Pontifical Commission 
Justice and Peace. It was decided to pursue this study and to envisage in the future 
practical cooperation in the field of human rights. 
 
Finally, the meeting exchanged information on a series of matters of mutual 
concern, on the future programme and on the effectiveness of the methods of 
work of the Liaison Committee. 
 
His Holiness Pope Paul VI received in audience the members of the Liaison 
Committee on Friday morning, January 10 in the presence of Cardinal Jan 
Willebrands, President of the Commission for Religious Relations with the Jews. 
 
  
Present at the meeting were: 
 
From the Catholic side: 
 
Members of the Liaison Committee: 
The Most Revd. Roger Etchegaray, Archbishop of Marseille, France. 
The Most Revd. Francis J. Mugavero, Bishop of Brooklyn, N.Y., U.S.A. 
Msgr. Charles Moeller, Vice-President of the Commission for Religious Relations 
with the Jews, Rome. 
fr. Pierre-M. de Contenson, O.P., Secretary of the Commission for Religious 
Relations with the Jews, Rome. 
fr. Bernard Dupuy, O.P., Secretary of the French Episcopal Committee for Relations 
with Judaism, Paris. 
  
From the Pontifical Commission Justice and Peace: 
Msgr. Andrea di Montezemolo, Pro-Secretary. 
Msgr. Bernard Lalande, Expert. 
Revd. Romano Rossi, Expert. 
  
Experts at the meeting: 



Revd. Edward Flannery, Secretary of the Secretariat for Catholic-Jewish relations of 
the National Conference of Catholic Bishops in the U.S.A., Washington, D.C. 
Prof. Cornelius Rijk, Director of SIDIC (Service International de Documentation 
Judéo-Chrétienne), Rome. 
 
  
From the Jewish side: 
 
Members of the Liaison Committee: 
Dr. Joseph L. Lichten, Consultant of Anti- Defamation League of Bsnai Bsrith, Rome. 
Dr. Gerhart Riegner, Secretary General of the World Jewish Congress, Geneva, 
Switzerland. 
Rabbi Henry Siegman, Executive Vice President of the Synagogue Council of 
America, New York, U.S.A. 
Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum, National Director of Interreligious Affairs of the American 
Jewish Committee, New York, U.S.A. 
Prof. Shemaryahu Talmon, Chairman of the Jewish Council for Interreligious 
Relations in Israel, Jerusalem. 
Rabbi Joseph Lookstein, Chairman of the International Jewish Committee on 
Interreligious Consultations (IJCIC) and Vice-President of the Synagogue Council of 
America, New York, U.S.A. 
  
Experts at the meeting: 
Dr. Fritz Becker, permanent representative in Rome of the World Jewish Congress. 
Dr. Ernst Ludwig Ehrlich, Director for Europe of Bsnai Bsrith, Basel, Switzerland. 
Prof. Louis Henkin of Columbia University Law School, New York, U.S.A. 
Dr. Zachariah Schuster, consultant of the American Jewish Committee, Paris, 
France. 
 


