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The 10th meeting of the International Liaison Committee of -
Catholics and Jews took place in Milan, Italy, on September
6 - 9, 1982, The Liaison Comnittee is composed of representati-
ves of the Intermatiomal Jewish Committee on Interreligious Con=-

sultations ¥ and of the Vatlcan Commission for Relxgious Rela-
tions with Judaism.

The major theme of the consultat1on was "The Sanctity and Meaning
of Human Life in relation to the Present Situation of Violence".
Papers on Biblical perspectives were read by Rev. Giovanni Giavini,
Professor at the Archdiocesan Seminary of Milan, and by Rabbi
Yochanan Muffs, Professor'at the Jewish Theologlcal Semlnary in
New York, !

The focal point of Professor Giavini's contribution was a question
raised in Psalm 8 :"0h Lorfd our Lord, when I behold Thy heaven,
what is man that Thou art mindful of him?"%,

The substantial biblical answer, with which both Jew and Christian
can easily agree, is that man is an ally of God in further;ng His
design: that of a world increasingly filial and brotherly.

Prof.Muffs' paper centered on reflections on the role of man as

partner with God as creator of moral order in the world,

Professor Emmanuel Levinas of the Sorbonne, presenting the rabbinic
perspective, raised the question of the gap between the religious
attitude toward violence and the situation in the world today. He
stated that the sanctity of human life implies a concern for social
justice in every possible respect. The attitude tovard God is best
tested in our behaviour toward each other.

The contemporaby challenges were dealt with in papers delivered
by Rev. Joseph Joblin, S.J.,Professor at the Pontifical Gregorian
University, and Rabbi Louis Jacobs of London. In our religious

# The International Jewish Committee on Interreligious Consultations is
composed of the World Jewish Congress, the Synagogue Council of America,
the American Jewish Committee, the B'nai B'rith- Anti Defamation League
and the Israel Jewish C: 1cil on Interreligious Consultations.




“?,.wzll depend on ltB ab111ty to confront thoee world problems whxch

oﬁlle at the root of present instab1lity, tena1on and v1o1ence.

:‘fRabbi Jacobs sald that vxolence, whether physzeal or verbal y Pt
.- against any human belng is an” affront to the image “of God 1n.%i'gﬂi
the perpetrator and the victim, Judaism, as it has developed, T

~only permits violence in self-defence or in defence:of others . =i:.
who are threatened, The greatest circumspection is required even
here to make sure that the violence is 11mited to the aim of

- protecting the innocent.

The participants reaffirmed their shared convictions upholding

the dignity of the human person life created in the sacred image

"of God which flow from their Scriptures and respective traditions.
The dangers of nuclear war, the arms race, world terrorism, torture,
crimes of violence, the plight of millions of refugees and religious
and social prejudice call for an effect1ve response by religious
communities, -

Information was exchanged on the significant meeting held last
March in the Vatican about recent developments in Catholic-Jewish
relations, as well as on the establishment of the Pontifical Council
for Culture, on antisemitic trends around the world, and on inter=-
religious meetings in different countries,

The meeting was held in the Paul VI Pastoral Center of the Archdio-
cese of Milan, and was chaired by Bishop Ramon Torrella and
Dr. Gerhart M, Riegner.

Receptions were given by the Milan Jewish Community and by the
Liaison Committee itself. Some of HMilan's Jewish and Cathenlic
leaders participated, among them: His Excellency, Archbishop
Carlo M., Martini of Milan, the Chief Rabbi Dr.Giuseppe Laras,
and the president of the Jewish community of Milan, Prof.Giorgio
Sacerdoti. The participants visited the Ambrosiana Library where
rare biblical and Hebrew manuscripts were shown,

Following are the Catholic and Jewish representat:ves who took
part in the consultation:
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-‘BxshOp Ramon Torrella, Vlce-Presxdent, Secretar:at for Promotlng
Chr1st1an Unlty e § #ie 2

" - Revd Msgr Jorge Me31a, Secretary, ?atican COmmxsslon for Relf&fous
Relatlons w1th Judalsm b y . vooed e

Al

- H '!xc. Francis Mugavero, Bishop of Brooklyn (USA)

= Rewvd Bernard Dupuy, OP Secretary, Commlss1on for Relatlons
with Judaism, French Ep15c0p31 Conference

= Dr, Eugene J,Fisher, Secretarj, Secretariat for Catholic=Jewish
Relations, National Conf., of Cath. Bishops, USA

- Revd Pierfrancesco Fumagalli, Biblioteca Ambrosiana, Milano

= Revd Prof, Giovanni Giavini; Archdiocesan Seminary, Venegono
Infer,

- Revd Msgr George Higgimns, Catholic Unifersit? of America, Washington
= Revd Joseph Joblin, SJ, Pontifical Gregorian University, Rome

- Revd Roger Le Déaut, CSSp, Profésaor, Pontifical Biblical Institute,
Rome ;

- Revd Mgr Sandro Maggiolini, Sacro Cuore Catholic University, Milano

- Revd Msgr William Murphy, Undersecretary, Pontifical Commission
fTustitia et Pax"

~ Revd Msgr Eric Salzmann, Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity.



“— Dr Ell Ehrlich,_European Director, B'na1 Bfrith,,Basel

Prof J.Halpér1n, Consultant, Wo}ld Jew;sh.Congr;ss, Genev;

Rabb1 Dr Lou;s Jacobs; Rabb:, New wegtern Synagogue, Landoﬂ
Chlef Rabbi Dr Gluseppe Laras, Milan :

Prof Emmanﬁel Levinas, Professorlsmeritus; S;fhonne, Paris

Dr Joseph L.Lichten,Tﬁepresentative B'nai B'rith- Anti Defamation
- League, Rome

Rabbl Yochanan Muffs, Professor, Jewish Theological Sem;nary,
New York W -

Prof Avv Giorgio Sacerdot1, Pres:dent, lean Jew:sh Communlty,
Milan -

Rabbi Dr Henry Siegman , Representative World Jewish Congress;
Executive Director, American Jew;sh
Congress, New York

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum , National Interreligious Affairs Director,
o . American Jewish Committee, New York

Rabbi Mordechi Waxman, Vice-President, Synagogue Council of
' America, New York

Dr Geoffrey Wigoder, Representative, Israel Jewish Council for
Interreligious Consultations,Institute of
Contemporary Jewry, The Hebrew Unlvtrsity,
_Jerusalem





