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 July 17, 2025 

 
 

His Eminence 
Kurt Cardinal Koch 
Prefect of the Dicastery for Promoting Christian Unity 
Via della Conciliazione, 5 
00120 Vatican City 
 
Your Eminence, 
 
We write with deep concern and sorrow upon learning of the tragic incident at the Holy Family 
Church in Gaza, which, according to current reports, resulted in the deaths of two individuals, 
injuries to others, including Father Gabriel Romanelli, and damage to the church. It is still too 
early to know exactly what happened and the extent of the damage and injuries. We 
understand that the Israel Defense Forces has committed itself to a thorough and transparent 
investigation. 
 
IJCIC, your longtime partner in dialogue, joins you in prayer for the families of those who have 
died, healing for the injured, and peace and security for all in the region. 
 
We ask that you convey to His Holiness Pope Leo XIV our prayers and concerns.  
 
With respect and solidarity, 
 
 
Mark Dratch 
Chair 
 
 

 
 

 


